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Real-life experiences
make way into lessons

JHINUK MAZUMDAR

Calcutta: A CBSE school has
already initiated the process
to connect classroom learn-
ing with real-life experiences
through project-based activi-
ties, field trips, and skill devel-
opment.

Several other schools plan
to Integrate it into their cur-
ricula from the next academic
sesslon, they sald.

At Mahadevi Birla World
Academy, Class VI students
visited a tribal village on the
outskirts of the East Kolkata
Wetlands and interacted with
the residents to understand
thelr customs, culture, and
crafis.

The project combined so-
cial studies, language, art and
technology.

“We design projects to en-
sure complete hands-on learn-
ing. Artis not taught in isola-
tion; it 1s used to understand
the future while being mapped
to heritage....Through these
projects, our students learned
about communities that Hve
through subsistence farming,
are industrious, and possess
strong martial arts skills de-
spite having limited ameni-
ties,” sald Anjana Saha, prin-
cipal, Mahadevi Birla World
Academy.

The interaction helped
break perceptions about the
tribal community and high-
lighted how thelr youth are ex-
ploring diverse opportunities.

“Their skill= are not Hmit-
ed to drumming or crafi-mak-
ing alone. Many are pursuing
higher education, studying
technology, and entering var-
ious fields, moving towards a
more progressive and inclu-

Children from Boynala wllage at Mahadevi Birla
World Academy

Students of Mahadevi Birla
World Academy during their
visit to the village

stve future,” Saha added.

During the exchange, stu-
dents from Boynala village
near the wetlands were invit-
ad to the school’s Park Clrcus
campus, where they show-
cased their talents, includ-
ing Raibeshe, a folk martial
dance.

“Projects are no longer
about using printed cutouts.
Real-life interactions enrich
stidents and leave a lasting
impact,” said a teacher.

The CBSE (Central Board
of Secondary Education) has
asked schools to implement
competency-based education
and lnk 1t with various skills
from Classes VI to VIIL.

Both The Newtown School
and Sushila Birls Girls' School
haveprepared a readmap to im-
plement the skill training and
interdisciplinary education.

“We are starting with two

labs, one junior science lab
and the other innovation and
ideation lab for senior school.
These will create more oppor-
tunities for students to ideate
and innovate,” said Satabdi
Bhattacharjee, principal, The
Newtown School. She is the
master trainer for the skills
project who has been trained
by the CBSE.

Such projects and activ-
itles help children to think
differently from an early age,
sald Koell Dey, principal of Su-
shila Birla Girls" School.

“When a student 1s trained
in skills, he or she automati-
cally becomes more emplova-
ble. Implementing these with
the curriculum might look like
a task now but in the long run
1t will be beneficial for chil-
dren because it would reduce
the gap between education and
employability,” said Dey.

The Council for the Indian
School Certificate Examina-
tlons (CISCE) is planning to
overhaunl the curriculum from
pre-school to Class VIIL, bring-
ing in real-life experiences
into the classroom.

The revamped curriculum
1s expectad to be rolled out in
phases from the 2026-27 aca-
demic year, the CISCE has said.
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